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Dear readers, 

Best greetings from our team at the DAAD’s Regional Office Jakarta! We hope that 

you are doing well and are in good health! We all are still very much under the  

influence of Covid-19; but at least we have already more or less adapted to the  

situation which we know will continue for at least several more months. As for our 

DAAD office, work is going on without interruptions, but our activities had, of course, 

to be switched to the online modus. I have to say, there are not only negative, but 

also many positive surprises connected to this. Of course, we are missing our social 

life and the meetings and joint activities with you, dear readers, but at least we are 

able to maintain and even extend our contact via our webinars, virtual education fairs 

and information events and our online consultation hours.   

In the October edition of our newsletter we would like to focus on our “Falling Walls 

Lab 2020”, which took place on 24th September 2020. This great event, which is  

organized every year, provides a forum for young scientists and students to present 

their scientific ideas and innovative approaches to topics in their specific field.  

As Mr. Jouvan Chandra Pratama, one of the three highest-ranked participants, put it: 

“The most important thing for creating innovation is an idea”. We sincerely hope that 

many of you will be inspired by the ideas of this year’s participants and will enrich 

next year’s “Falling Walls Lab” with your innovative ideas! Thank you very much to 

the members of our jury and to all colleagues who were involved in the event and 

helped make it possible! 

Please also read about the “1st digital edition” of the Singapore-based Higher  

Education Fair “Study in Europe”. The DAAD teams in Singapore and Jakarta worked 

hand in hand to make this event a success!  

As always, you will find information on current scholarship announcements (this time 

under: “University Summer Programmes”).  

We are glad that more and more German Universities and Universities of Applied 

Sciences are promoting their study and research programmes via education fairs, 

DAAD information seminars and other events in the ASEAN region. In this newsletter, 

too, you will find some information on some of the study programmes they offer. 

Covid-19 will not last forever, and it is already time to think about the future – why not 

take the opportunity to study or do research at a German University? 

As always, I wish you a pleasant reading experience in the name of our whole DAAD 
team! Please feel free to contact us anytime in case you would like to get more  
information or just address questions and suggestions to us. Information on many 
topics, e.g., programs and consultation hours, can also be found on our 
webpage, www.daad.id. 
 
 
Thomas Zettler 
Director of DAAD Regional Office Jakarta 
  

http://www.daad.id
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Falling Walls Lab Jakarta 2020 

by Christian Rabl and Olivia Deskarina 

Unlike the previous Falling Walls Labs Jakarta, this year’s lab had to be conducted online due to the ongoing pandemic; but that 

doesn’t mean that it was any less competitive!  

16 finalists from different parts of Indonesia presented their innovative ideas to the audience and an interdisciplinary jury on 

Thursday, 24th September 2020. Each of them had only 3 minutes and 3 slides for their presentations.   

Obviously, it was not easy for the members of the jury – Prof. Dr. Andreas Wibowo (Universitas Parahyangan), Mr Ario  

Ananggadipa Putra (Head of Product Research (Driver & Marketplace), GOJEK), Prof. Dr. Faizal Arya Samman (Universitas  

Hasanuddin Makassar), Dr. Kartika Senjarini (Universitas Jember), Dr. Deborah Nauli Simorangkir (Swiss German University), 

Dr. Rino Mukti (Institut Teknologi Bandung), and PD Dr. Sonja Kleinertz (Institut Pertanian Bogor) – to choose a winner as all 

finalists gave their best.  

The best cumulative score was eventually given to Ms Dian Anggraini, from Western Sydney University. She convinced the jury 

with a presentation called “Breaking the Wall of Preeclampsia” in which she proposed a promising approach to find a bio marker 

for  preeclampsia, one of the leading causes of maternal and fetal mortality and morbidity around the world. As the winner of the 

Falling Years Lab Jakarta 2020, she will represent Indonesia in the international science forum “Falling Walls Remote 2020: The 

Breakthroughs of the Year”, which will be held online from 4th – 9th November 2020. 

Another interesting project came from Mr Ozi Adi Saputra, a postgraduate research assistant at Universitas Sebelas Maret. With 

his presentation titled “Breaking the Wall of Dye Effluents Contaminated Clean Water” he came in second place at the Falling 

Walls Lab Jakarta 2020. Using low-cost and chemically modified bio-based material, such as cellulose extracted from palm fiber, 

his approach might lead to a breakthrough in the treatment of dye-polluted water. As the second winner, Mr Ozi will also have the 

opportunity to present his idea during the Falling Walls Remote 2020. 

The third-best presentation, “Breaking the Wall of Sick Building Syndrome”, came from Mr Jouvan Chandra Pratama, Head of the 

Civil Engineering Laboratory at Bakrie University.  

We would like to congratulate the three winners of the Falling Walls Lab Jakarta 2020 and all 16 finalists. You have inspired us 

with your passion and innovative ideas!   

To know more about their projects, we interviewed Ms Dian Anggraini, Mr Ozi Adi Saputra, and Mr Jouvan Chandra Pratama. 
Here is what they said. 
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Interview with Ms. Dian Anggraini 

 
Ibu Dian, thank you for your time and congratulations on 
winning Falling Walls Lab Jakarta 2020. First of all, could 
you tell us a bit about your background? 
  
Thank you so much, Karina,  
I got my bachelor’s degree in applied science in Clinical Mid-
wifery and became a clinical midwife in East Java. After that, I 
continued on to gain my master’s at Airlangga University and 
graduated in 2017. During this period, I was a Junior Lecturer in 
the Academy of Midwifery in Bondowoso. I got a scholarship to 
Sydney in 2019 to continue my study 
 
The theme of your presentation is about “Breaking the Wall 
of Preeclampsia”. Why are you interested in that topic? 
  
Okay, I would like to explain what preeclampsia is; basically, it 
is a disorder during pregnancy where pregnant women can de-
velop high blood pressure, and there is a protein in their urine 
reflects the damage in the kidneys. 
  
Actually, it came from my own experience when I was a student 
in midwifery school. One day, I experienced an unfortunate mo-
ment when my patient had preeclampsia. She died in front of 
my eyes because of preeclampsia just one hour after she had 
delivered her twin babies. I was thinking to myself, “What can I 
do to save them?”. I do not want to see this kind of case any-
more; it really broke my heart to see the twin babies without 
their mother. Then I told myself, “I have to do something about 
it!”.  
 
As a midwifery student, I studied really hard; but when I finally 
became a clinical midwife, I began to understand that I could 
save the mother and the babies only. That was it. The impact 
that I gave was for my own patients. What about the others? 
Preeclampsia is still one of the leading causes of maternal 
death in Indonesia and around the world. 

As time went by, I had an opportunity to continue my studies at 
Airlangga University; that was an incredible experience. When I 
became a lecturer I was very happy, at least I could educate 
more midwives to be aware of preeclampsia and how to handle 
the situation. But I was disappointed that I could only educate 
approximately 20-40 midwives per year. The impact was not as 
huge as I had expected.  
 
Suddenly, I had an idea in my head, what if I could make a tool 
that could detect preeclampsia and could be used by midwives 
around the world, especially in remote areas, so that we could 
treat our patients before the onset of preeclampsia? This was 
my "Aha moment”; at this point I decided to move on to study 
Biomedical Science and try to break the wall. 
 
What was your motivation in joining Falling Walls Lab  
Jakarta 2020? 
 
I want the world to know that we have this problem. Countless 
mothers and babies around the world have died because of 
preeclampsia. For me personally, it is not about the competition 
for myself, it is the competition to save my patients, our pa-
tient's, lives. We are fighting against time. 
  
Since this year’s lab was conducted online, what were your 
biggest challenges as finalists?  
 
To keep eye contact with the camera; that was very challeng-
ing. I am not an artist (celebrity), I am a lecturer that usually 
teaches my student directly. I think this experience has given 
me an opportunity for self-improvement. 
  
When you were mentioned as the winner of Falling Walls 
Lab Jakarta 2020, were you shocked? 
 
I was totally shocked. Some Falling Walls Lab Jakarta 2020 
finalists had much more experience than I did; I consider myself 
as a new researcher with a huge dream.  
  
As the winner of Falling Walls Lab Jakarta, you will present 
your idea in Falling Walls Remote 2020. You also got the 
chance to join the Science Communication Training offered 
by Euraxess. Can you share your experience of the train-
ing?  
 
That was a fantastic experience because I could meet experts 
from the UK and they taught me how to deliver my scientific 
speech effectively and efficiently. That was my first experience 
of working in a multi-country environment to make my presenta-
tion look better. 
 
Last but not least, do you have any words for those who 
would like to join Falling Walls Lab next year? 
 
No matter how old you are, this stage is an opportunity for us to 
deliver our ideas. Be prepared and practice, practice, practice. 
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Interview with Mr. Ozi Adi Saputra  

Pak Ozi, thank you for your time and congratulations for 
coming in second place in Falling Walls Lab Jakarta 2020. 
First of all, could you tell us a bit about your background? 
 
Thank you. I finished my bachelor's and master's degree in 
Chemistry at Universitas Sebelas Maret, Indonesia. I have 
worked in surface tailored bio-based and silica-based materials 
for various applications, such as environment and biomedical 
science. I am now a Research Assistant in Dr. Wibowo's lab, 
Chemistry Department, Universitas Sebelas Maret." 
  
 
The theme of your presentation was about “Breaking the 
Wall of Dye Effluents Contaminated Clean Water.” Why are 
you interested in that topic? 
 
Water is essential for human sustainability; however, with the 
rapid development of industry, especially the textile industry, 
the quality of water has decreased due to the poor wastewater 
disposal systems. So, I think the textile industry is majorly con-
tributing to water pollution, and if we do not take action on this 
issue, we will suffer from a water crisis. 
 
Since 2015, my co-workers and I have been developing prod-
ucts from high-performance adsorbent local materials, such as 
clay, cellulose extracted from oil palm empty fruit bunch, and 
other aluminosilicate-based material, like zeolite. We have 
found that with a small touch of chemistry (surface modifica-
tion), we could increase their performance in wastewater con-
taining dyes treatments. 
  
 
What was your motivation in joining Falling Walls Lab  
Jakarta 2020? 
 
Honestly, I was pushed by my friend to join this event. At first,  
I didn't even know about this competition; I just wrote what I 
thought in my mind during the submission process.  
 
I was surprised when I got the email announcing me as a final-
ist in Falling Walls Lab Jakarta 2020. After this, I watched a 
presentation video of FWL contestants around the world on 
Youtube and this was a "WOW" moment for me. At that point,  
I told myself, "I wanna be a part of this event. This is what I am 
looking for. I wanna show what I study in my lab to everyone in 
the world." Finally, I prepared as best as I could to join this 
event. 
  
Since this year’s lab was conducted online, what were  
your biggest challenges as the finalists?  
 
Maybe the internet connection and the new and infamous 
method of meeting online was the biggest challenge faced by 
all finalists. 
  
 

 
When you came in second place in Falling Walls Lab  
Jakarta 2020, were you shocked? 
 
I was stunned. I never thought about it. All contestants were 
outstanding and had innovative ideas. But I believe, an 
achievement never betrays an effort. 
 
 
As the second place in Falling Walls Lab Jakarta, you will 
present your idea in Falling Walls Remote 2020. Do you 
have any hope or expectations about introducing the idea 
on the international stage? 
 
I never expected that I could join Falling Walls Remote 2020. 
As far as I knew, it was only for the winner. I am really happy 
about this opportunity. Anyway, I hope that by sharing my idea 
to a large scientific forum, I can gain more experience and ad-
vice on how to improve my research. Also, this could become a 
door for me to spread my connections; therefore, I can make 
research collaborations or gain research funding in future. 
  
Last but not least, do you have any words for those who 
would like to join Falling Walls Lab next year? 
 
This event is challenging and interesting. By participating in this 
event, I gained a lot of experience and had "WOW" moments. 
You guys have to join this. You never know what is missing 
from your subject or research interest, until you join a scientific 
event like FWL. This gives a positive punch to your work. 
 
 



Page 5              October 2020 

Pak Jouvan, thank you for your time and congratulations 
on coming in third place in Falling Walls Lab Jakarta 2020. 
First of all, could you tell us a bit about your background? 
 
Currently, I am working as a Lecturer at the Department of Civil 
Engineering in the Faculty of Engineering and Computer Sci-
ence, Bakrie University. Additionally, with a background of pub-
lication and research, I regularly conduct several experimental 
and computational studies and publish them in indexed jour-
nals. Consequently, I have been appointed as a reviewer in 
indexed journals.  
 
I got my bachelor's degree in Civil Engineering from Universitas 
Diponegoro, and I did a Final Year Project as a research stu-
dent at Universiti Tun Hussein Onn Malaysia. Subsequently, I 
completed my master's degree by research programme in Civil 
Engineering by researching green building technology at Uni-
versiti Tun Hussein Onn Malaysia.  
 
The theme of your presentation is about “Breaking the Wall 
of Sick Building Syndrome.” Why are you interested in that 
topic? 
  
My curiosity regarding green building technology started to grow 
while I was conducting my final year project on indoor air quality 
modelling. It indicated that the quality of indoor air is more pol-
luted than outdoor air. However, people usually spend 90% of 
their time on average indoors for living, working, etc. Based on 
this information, I am excited to explore more deeply into areas 
related to green building technology. 
  
Furthermore, during my master's degree, I researched and ex-
plored the relationship between buildings and its occupants, 
both in the engineering and medical aspects as manifested in 
the study of Sick Building Syndrome (SBS). At the same time,  
I worked on a number of papers based on the results from my 
research and published them in nine indexed journals. 
  
 

Ultimately, the main thing as a researcher is to provide a posi-
tive impact in the form of innovation or breakthrough not only  
for human beings but also to maintain the balance of nature.  
 
Therefore, I am conducting research regarding Sick Building 
Syndrome that aims to improve the quality of life for humans 
and their surroundings. 
  
What was your motivation in joining Falling Walls Lab Ja-
karta 2020? 
  
Competing in events and being involved in research, publica-
tion, and providing added value in the fields of science and 
technology is obviously the proper approach to being an aca-
demic. I wanted to gain some feedback in terms of the research 
process so that I could answer various questions in the future. 
  
Since Falling Walls Lab is an international forum for creative 
thinkers and innovators from different fields of expertise, it  
encouraged me to get involved in the competition and to share 
innovations that I have developed and hear about innovations 
from other participants.  
 
Since this year’s lab was conducted online, what were your 
biggest challenges as the finalists?  
  
One of the biggest challenges of an online presentation is keep-
ing the audience's attention. When things are conducted online, 
the audience can do many things and even have various win-
dows open during your presentation. Due to this, they may miss 
an important message that could compromise their understand-
ing regarding your presentation. 
  
Besides this, for a presenter, the key point is emphasizing and 
developing variety in voice and selecting the right words to con-
vince audience members and jurors. Since this year’s lab was 
conducted online, you're relying solely on the internet to con-
nect you to your audience. 
  
When you came in third place in Falling Walls Lab Jakarta 
2020, were you shocked? 
  
Of course I was shocked when my name was mentioned. Some 
of the finalists had interesting ideas to solve certain problems. 
Additionally, they came from a variety of areas of expertise, and 
that makes the solution emphasis more attractive and competi-
tive. 
  
Last but not least, do you have any words for those who 
would like to join Falling Walls Lab next year? 
  
The most important thing for creating innovation is an idea, and 
it can be developed through collaboration in the interdisciplinary 
and multidisciplinary field of expertise. Since the participants of 
Falling Walls Lab come from a variety of expertise, then it's not 
only about competition, but it's also a good opportunity to net-
work to create innovations.  
 
Ultimately, Falling Walls Lab is a great event for innovators to 
speak their mind. 

Interview with Mr. Jouvan Chandra Pratama  



Page 6              October 2020 

Study in Europe – Singapore 
by Priyanka Nagarkar 

The first ever digital stall for “Study in Europe – European Union in Singapore’s higher education fair, was set up on the  
26th September 2020; it drew a record number of 13,000 visitors. 
 
With an all-time high participation of 20 European countries from over 150 universities, this digital edition of the fair presented 
many diverse study programmes and opportunities on offer throughout Europe on one online platform. 
 
DAAD IP Singapore along with DAAD AS Jakarta represented Germany in this event and also arranged a live webinar for all the 
participants. The webinar for studying in Germany had a high attendance with more than 200 registrations; 7 prominent  
universities from Germany also participated in this fair showcasing their international bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral programs. 
 
This fair connected undergraduate and postgraduate students in Singapore with universities from Germany and other participating 
countries, providing them access to information about academic institutions, application processes, student life, details of various 
bond-free scholarships and highlighting many universities where courses are conducted in English. 

Advertisement by German Universities 

19 International Master & PhD Programs at  

Technische Universität Kaiserslautern  

TUK is a top-ranked German research-oriented university & 

offers high-quality (post)graduate education & (post)doctoral 

research training in innovative fields of the HighTechWorld, 

many of them English-taught. 

 

Application deadline: April 30 & Oct 31 

 

Contact: info@isgs.uni-kl.de 

 

More info: visit this link 

Study in Berlin: MBA & International Master’s 

Programmes 

Improve your leadership skills. Gain digital know-how. Study 

management in English. Become part of an international 

student body. Benefit from many corporate activities, valuable 

career consultation and coaching.  

Discover Berlin -Germany’s startup hub, low cost of living, 

culturally rich and colourful. 

 

More info: visit this link 

http://www.uni-kl.de/en/international
http://www.uni-kl.de/en/international
https://www.berlin-professional-school.de/en/master/full-time-studies/mba-and-master-programmes-at-the-bps/?ADMCMD_cooluri=1
https://www.berlin-professional-school.de/en/master/full-time-studies/mba-and-master-programmes-at-the-bps/?ADMCMD_cooluri=1
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    DAAD Indonesia 

 @DAAD_Indonesia 

    www.daad.id 

    @daad_indonesia 

Application Deadline: 1 December 2020 

More information about the program, please visit www.daad.id  

This programme aims to help students and 
graduates improve their knowledge of German 
(general language, special language) and their 
cultural knowledge of the country.  

Who can apply?  

• Applications are open to students in 
Bachelor's and Master's degree 
programmes in any subject area.  

• Bachelor students must have completed 
at least two academic years at the start 
of the scholarship period. 
 

Advertisement by German Universities 

Globally Connected: Join TU Berlin’s Alumni 

Program 

Did you study, work, teach or research at Technische 

Universität Berlin? Maintain your connection to the 

university by becoming part of an international network 

of some 35,000 alumni in 139 countries worldwide and 

benefit from exclusive offers.  

Register online to receive your free membership. 

 

More info: visit this link 

Earn an LL.M. International Finance degree at the 

Institute for Law and Finance (ILF)! 

Scholarships available! Degree conferred by Goethe 

University Frankfurt. For graduates from Asia holding a 

first degree in law, business or economics. One-year 

program conducted in English.  

Apply now to LLMint@ilf.uni-frankfurt.de. 

 

More info: visit this link 

 

mailto:media@daadjkt.org?subject=unsub
mailto:info@daadjkt.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/DAAD-Indonesia/123565584464330
https://twitter.com/DAAD_Indonesia
http://www.daadjkt.org
https://www.instagram.com/daad_indonesia/
https://www.daad.id/en/find-funding/daad-scholarships-for-indonesia/
http://www.alumni.tu-berlin.de/
http://www.alumni.tu-berlin.de
http://www.ilf-frankfurt.de/llm-programs/llm-international-finance/highlights/
http://www.ilf-frankfurt.de/llm-programs/llm-international-finance/highlights/

